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URANIUM MINES — GOVERNMENT APPROVAL 

106. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 

I have a supplementary question. Given the minister’s response, does the minister agree with the 
Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union state secretary that there is no way in the world that uranium projects 
given approval by the former government will go ahead? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
Finally, the member for Churchlands asked the question he tried to ask yesterday! This is what he wanted to ask 
yesterday, but unfortunately he did not read his piece of paper correctly. So now he got up to have another go at 
what he failed to do yesterday. Is it not funny? Here is an interesting question for the former minister: how many 
decisions did he leave on my desk? In November last year, the minister was recommended to appoint a new 
director general. Member for Churchlands, where is the file? Where is the physical file that included the 
recommendation for a new director general? 

Point of Order 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Mr Speaker, the minister is now addressing question time to me. He is not actually 
answering the question I am asking of the minister. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, can you get back to the point, please. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: That is a really interesting question: Where is the physical file that was given to the former 
minister by the Public Sector Commissioner in November last year? Where is the piece of paper? 

Point of Order 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Mr Speaker, the minister has not taken your direction. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, can you get back to the question as it was asked, please. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Now the member for Churchlands comes in, after spending 24 hours working out what 
he should have asked yesterday, and asks the question today. Let me make it clear. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: With you it takes two days and we still don’t get an answer! 
The SPEAKER: I have an answer for you, Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I call you to order for the second 
time. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I could not answer the question yesterday because he 
did not ask it! He was meant to ask it, and the opposition’s tactics group told him to ask it, but he forgot to! So 
now, 24 hours later, we are onto the question. The question is: what is going to be—what did the — 
Mr S.K. L’Estrange: You’ve forgotten the question! Would you like me to ask it again? 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: What did the AMWU secretary say in the newspaper? Member for Churchlands, I will 
tell you what: there is the same number of uranium mines today as there was eight and a half years ago—none! 
The former government had eight and a half years. The member for Churchlands was the minister who could not 
deliver one single project! 

Point of Order 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Mr Speaker, standing order 78 states that an answer must be relevant to the question. It 
is a specific question about the AMWU state secretary’s statement in which they said there is no way in the world 
that uranium projects given approval by the former government will go ahead. What I have asked the minister is 
does he support that. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, I am making a ruling on that. Can you get to the answer, otherwise I will sit you down. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Excellent, Mr Speaker. I will tell you what: if the member for Churchlands wants to know 
the opinion of the secretary of the metal workers’ union, he should ask him! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I say again, if the member for Churchlands wants to know the answer about the opinion 
of the — 
Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I say again, if the member for Churchlands wants to know the answer about the opinion 
of the secretary of the union, ask him. We will make our own decision. Cabinet will make the decision. At the 
moment, there are no uranium mines in Western Australia. There were no uranium mines eight and a half years 
ago. The former government delivered not a single uranium mine in eight and a half years. There were plenty of 
media releases, but no projects. 
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